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Technology Newsletter  
 
 
In this newsletter, I am sharing some great fun and educational apps as well as some potentially dangerous 

apps that parents and students may be using.  

Working in technology I always come across some great tools or apps that I love to share with families, 

students and teachers. While they are educational they are also fun to use. I also become aware of apps that 

parents and students should not use or use with strong caution and parents guidance. 

Below are some great apps that I found recently that I thought parents could share with kids and teachers 

could use in the classroom. Also included is a list of apps that parents should be very cautious with, and be 

aware of if their children are using depending on their age. 

 

First, let’s start with the fun ones! 

 Inkle 
Inkle is a fun digital storytelling tool for students. Rather than having students use Microsoft Word, change 

things up by having them create a digital book. Students will love adding images to make 
their story come to life! 
 
Students can collaborate and create a Choose Your Own Adventure story! Each child adds 
a paragraph to the story and at least two options for readers to choose from. They insert 

images by adding the link to an image they like online. This Web 2.0 tool is free and the 
children’s work can be saved and shared. 

 Story Bird 
With Story Bird, kids can choose images and invent their very own unique story to go along with the pictures. 
Students must use their inference skills to depict an image. What is the character feeling? Where does the 

story take place (setting)? What’s the plot? It’s up to kids to decide after they carefully 
examine every detail of their image. There is no right or wrong answer. 

 

 

Build Your Wild Self 
New York Zoos and Aquarium / Wildlife Conservation Society has an interactive game 
called Build Your Wild Self! Students choose different body parts and limbs for their 
creature. Then, they choose a habitat. When they’re all finished, the site describes each 
attribute they chose. For example, orb spider eyes: “You have six eyes, but you can’t see 
very well. You use your keen sense of touch to track down prey.”  
Cooperative learning idea: Have students work together to build a “wild self” and write a 
paragraph describing what their animal would eat, their animal’s habitat, exceptional 

characteristics and talents, as well as their unique adaptations. You could also group students into teams to 

http://www.inklestudios.com/inklewriter/education/
http://storybird.com/create/
http://www.buildyourwildself.com/


create a habitat that would be suitable for all of their animals! 

 Blabberize 

 
Blabberize is a free tool that makes photos come to life! Students upload a photo, 
create a mouth and record whatever they would like their image to say! 
Students can take turns talking. This tool can be used to give a history or science 

report. Students could describe an animal’s adaptations by making the animal they researched talk!  
 
This list is from https://www.weareteachers.com/10-collaborative-technology-projects-your-students-will-
love/ 

 
Now the ones Parents should be cautious of! 
 

Yik Yak 

Yik Yak is pretty loosey-goosey. The producers of this app call it "the anonymous social 
wall for anything and everything." All users are anonymous (registration requires no 
personal information, other than a user's location), and their posts are called "Yaks" and 
show up in a live feed for other users — or "Yakkers" — in their area. The app's content-
generation and moderation is entirely in the hands of its users (who can "vote" posts up 

or down in the news feed; after two "down" votes, a Yak disappears). The app is rated 
ages 17+ and targets college students, who can use it to spread the word about parties 

and events or share their thoughts. But younger users are easily getting their hands on the app and using it to 
post hurtful comments and rumors about their peers.  

 

Kik Messenger 

Kik is a mobile app that people can use to text with friends at high speed and with more of a 

"face-to-face feel" than regular texting (users' profile pictures appear in a little bubble next 
to their text, and they can quickly text photos, sketches, or even pre-designed greeting cards 
to individuals or groups). The app is rated ages 17+, but there is no age verification so 
anyone can download it. Like some other instant messenger apps, Kik allows your teen to 
connect with others using just a username (rather than texting from her phone number). But 

it begs the question: Should teens be texting with people beyond their phone contacts? the apps. It's no 
surprise Kik has landed on some parents' "worst apps" lists. Check out bewebsmart.com's advice on Kik. 

 

Voxer 

This walkie-talkie PTT (push-to-talk) app allows users to quickly exchange short voice 
messages. They can have chats going on with multiple people at a time and just have to tap 

the play button to hear any messages they receive. Although it largely has an adult 
following, including some people who use it for their job, it's becoming popular among teens 
who enjoy its hybrid style of texting and talking. Hurtful messages from cyberbullies can be 

even more biting when they're spoken and can be played repeatedly. Surprisingly, the app is rated ages 4+ in 

http://blabberize.com/
https://www.weareteachers.com/10-collaborative-technology-projects-your-students-will-love/
https://www.weareteachers.com/10-collaborative-technology-projects-your-students-will-love/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/suburbs/wilmette_kenilworth/chi-new-trier-social-media-20140305,0,2730192.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/suburbs/wilmette_kenilworth/chi-new-trier-social-media-20140305,0,2730192.story
http://www.education.com/magazine/article/worst-apps-kids/
http://www.bewebsmart.com/internet-safety/is-kik-okay-for-kids/


the App Store. 

Snapchat 

Snapchat is an app that allows users to send photos and videos that disappear from view within 

10 seconds after they're received. It's rated ages 12+. Some kids are using the app to send racy 
pics because they believe the images can't be saved and circulated. But it turns out 
that Snapchat pics don't completely disappear from a device, and users can take a screenshot 
before an image vanishes in the app. And while recent studies revealed that "sexting" (sending 

sexual messages and images, usually via text message) is not as popular as parents had feared, "disappearing 
photo" apps like Snapchat might embolden kids to send more explicit photos and texts than they would have 
before through traditional texting. Check out connectsafely.org's "A Parents' Guide to Snapchat." 

Poke 

Poke is Facebook's app that, similar to Snapchat, promises that photos sent will "self-destruct" 
within seconds after they're received. While Poke isn't nearly as popular as Snapchat, it is still 

gaining young users who can use it for sexting. Also like Snapchat, the images sent via Poke can be 
saved or viewed with certain workarounds. The App store rates it ages 4+ (but it is connected to 

Facebook, which is a 13+ site). 

Vine 

Vine is Twitter's mobile app that allows users to shoot and share short loops of video (6 
seconds or less). It's rated 17+, but children and teens are still downloading it. As with any 
multimedia app, the content on Vine runs the gamut from naughty to nice. "With the most 
basic creative searching, kids can find nudity, sex, drug use, offensive language, hardcore 
sexuality, and more," Common Sense Media says in its review of the app. "While there are 
plenty of cute, fun videos, even adults might be shocked at some of the things they find." 

Whisper 

This 17+ app's motto is: "Share Secrets, Express Yourself, Meet New People." It has a similar 
feel to the now-defunct PostSecret app, which was discontinued shortly after its release 
because it filled up with abusive content. Whisper lets users set up anonymous accounts to 
make their messages or confessions overlap an image or graphic (similar to e-postcards), 
which other users can then "like," share, or comment on. While it allows for creative 
expression, it can also take overly personal content viral. The app also shows a user's 

location. Although the app is geared toward older teens and adults, younger children are finding their way to 

it.  

 

Instagram 

This hugely popular photo-sharing site is owned by Facebook, so you may be more familiar 
with it than with other photo-sharing apps. Users can add cool filters or create collages of 
their photos and share them across Facebook and other social media platforms. The app is 
rated 13+ and may be slightly tamer than Tumblr, but users can still find mature or 
inappropriate content and comments throughout the app (there is a way to flag 
inappropriate content for review). "Trolls" — or people making vicious, usually anonymous 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/cheats/2013/05/09/snapchat-doesn-t-delete-photos.html
http://blogs.familyeducation.com/blogs/erin-d/phew-teen-sexting-not-all-rage
http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/snapchat_guide.pdf
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/facebook-poke-app-beat-snapchat-article-1.1231380
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/mobile-app-reviews/vine
http://mashable.com/2012/01/02/postsecret-app-discontinued-because-of-malicious-posts/


comments — are common. A user can change the settings to block their location or certain followers, but 
many users are casual about their settings, connecting with people they don't know well or at all. Check out 
connectsafely.org's "A Parents' Guide to Instagram." 

Shots of Me 

Justin Bieber has invested in this 12+ "selfie-only" photo-sharing app in part because he was 
attracted to its "anti-trolling" aspect; it does not have a comment section under photos posted 
on the app. Instead of a public comment area, the app has a direct-messaging feature where 
users can only send private messages to one another. The anti-trolling feature might also help 
ward off cyberbullying among teens who like to put meanness on display (but teens could still 
be nasty via private message). The app does show a user's location and how long ago a photo 

was added unless those features are managed in the app's settings. Shots of Me is currently available only for 
Apple devices. It's not the only "selfie-centered" photo-sharing app — another one called Frontback has a split 
screen that allows users to simultaneously share a regular photo and a selfie (think: a photo of the ocean and 

a selfie of the photographer sitting happily in a beach chair), and easily reveal their location. 

This list is from https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/mobile-apps/safety-beyond-facebook-12-social-media-
apps-every-parent-should-know-about. 

 

For more information please call 860-376-7660 or email 

Jcurioso@GriswoldPublicSchools 

http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/instagram_guide.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2507258/Justin-Bieber-funds-Shots-Me-app-lets-selfies.html
http://www.theverge.com/2013/7/22/4544982/frontback-app-for-iphone
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