
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Griswold Public Schools 
Monthly Newsletter 

 
The community of the Griswold Public Schools educates for excellence by empowering students to become 

compassionate, confident, creative, and resourceful members of society. 

 

From the Office of the Superintendent… 

Dear Family & Friends, 

Happy 2018! I hope that this newsletter finds you 

all in good health and spirits despite the recent 

record-low temperatures.   

During this winter season, it is important for 

students and parents to emphasize cold-weather 

dress during the first few months of the year.  

Winter coats, layers, and hats and gloves are 

necessary.  This is especially the case when waiting 

at the bus stops in the early morning.  Should you 

need assistance with cold-weather clothes, be sure 

to contact our schools. 

Do not miss out on the many activities we host at 

our schools, from our high school winter sports 

events to evening performance events to meetings 

of interest.  You can always get the latest, up-to-

date information on our GPS home page.   

I wish you all good health and much happiness in 

2018.     

Sincerely, 

 
 
Sean P. McKenna 
Superintendent 
 

 

       

                                              

 

         

 

January 2018 

 

Griswold Public Schools would not be 

successful without the continued support of 

all parents and community members.   

We are appreciative of you and invite your 
continued participation with all we do.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel 

free to communicate with your child’s school 
or with the Superintendent’s office directly.  

The Superintendent can be reached by 
calling 860-376-7600 or email: 

smckenna@griswoldpublicschools.org 

 

 

DISTRICT MISSION 

The community of Griswold Public Schools 

educates for excellence by empowering 

students to become compassionate, 

confident, creative, and resourceful 

members of society 

DISTRICT VISION 

The community of Griswold Public Schools 

excels at education for excellence for all 

students to be college and/or career 

ready.                                              

 

 

Research has 

shown that 

parental 

involvement 

is the most 
important 

factor in a 

student's 

success in 

school. 

Important District Dates to Know…. 

January 2nd—Classes resume 
 
January 8th —BOE meeting, 6pm, GMS Media Center  

 
January 12th —Early dismissal—Professional Development ½ 
day for students 
 
January 15th—Martin Luther King, Jr. day—no school 
 
January 16th—BOE meeting, 6pm, GMS Media Center 
 
January 18th—Coffee & Chat with the Superintendent, 9-10 
am, Central Office 
 
January 22nd—BOE meeting, 6pm, GMS Media Center 
 
January 28th—Christa McAuliffe Recognition Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

                            

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GES JANUARY NEWS 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to 2018! We hope you had a wonderful 

holiday season.  

 

A few thoughts come to mind as we are now in the 

winter season.  All children should come to school 

appropriately dressed for the weather.  Recess is 

normally held outdoors except when it is raining or 

when the temperature and wind chill drops 

significantly.  For outdoor recess, we have access 

to the hardtop area, the woodchip area, and the 

grass area inside the playground.  The woodchip 

and grass areas may be covered with snow.  Only 

children with appropriate outerwear (coats, hats, 

gloves, and boots) may play in the snow.   

 

As we have recently experienced, we may have a 

delayed opening, early dismissal, and possible 

school cancellations.  It can be quite challenging to 

make alternative arrangements for your child 

during these days.  We ask that a plan be 

developed for your child in case there is a delayed 

opening, early dismissal, or school 

cancellation.  Discuss the plan with your child, and 

if it differs from the regular daily plan, please 

forward it to your child’s teacher and notify the 

GES office.  All delays/early 

dismissals/cancellations will be posted on the GPS 

website, radio, and television stations.  In addition, 

you will be notified through our automated phone 

system. Have a great month! 

 

Mr. Bordeau 

 

GES Important Dates: 

January 9th (PTO Meeting, 6:00 pm) 

January 12th (1:10 dismissal, Professional 

Development Day) 

January 15th (No School, Martin Luther King 

Day) 

 
 

 
 
 

GMS JANUARY NEWS 
Happy New Year to all our students and families at GMS! 
 
GMS is looking to have a great 2018, and we’re kicking it off 
with a couple of exciting events this month.  On 1/10, our 6th 
grade will have their wonderful winter concert.  Our band, 
orchestra, and chorus teachers and students have been working 
really hard to put on a great show! 

 
Our next PTO meeting will be on 1/11 at 3:30pm.  All parents 
are welcome to attend.  The PTO will be sponsoring our 
upcoming grades 7/8 dance on 1/19.  They will need volunteers 
to make this fun event happen for our students. 

 
As of right now, the closing date for this quarter is 1/26 and 
report cards will be sent out the week of 1/29.  If these dates 
change due to inclement weather, we will notify families via our 
GMS messenger. 

 
We hope that 2018 is a tremendous year for all of you.  The staff 
here at GMS are dedicated to providing our students with a 
quality education and a safe and fun environment.  Please let us 
know if you ever have any concerns. 
 
Mr. LaBossiere 

 
Important Dates: 

 1/10 - 6th Grade Winter Concert - 7:00 pm 
 1/11 - PTO Meeting - 3:30 pm 
 1/12 - HALF DAY FOR STUDENTS 
 1/15 - NO SCHOOL - MLK DAY 
 1/19 - Grades 7/8 Dance - 6:00-8:00 pm 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRISWOLD READS 

A book discussion series sponsored by Griswold Public Schools & The Slater Library  

 

 

 

 

 

Special Education Notes…. 
Medicaid Reimbursement for Griswold Public 
Schools! Every Penny Counts! 
 
Griswold Public Schools participates in the 
Connecticut Medicaid School Based Child Health 
Program.  This program allows school districts to 
receive funding for services that are provided to 
eligible students who receive special education 
related services listed in their IEP and who qualify for 
medicaid (HUSKY) benefits. 
 
Examples of these services are Occupational 
Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech-Language 
Therapy, Hearing services, Psychological services, 
Social Work, and Nursing.   
 
At your child’s PPT this will be explained to you. If 
your child qualifies you will be asked to sign a 
release of information to access school-based 
Medicaid reimbursement for the district.  Any 
reimbursement received DOES NOT affect or impact 
you or the benefits you may receive.  There is NO 
cost to the family now or in the future.  This program 
allows schools to be reimbursed for the services they 
provide.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GHS JANUARY NEWS 
 

Happy New Year to the Griswold Community! 
 

Griswold High School is looking forward to a 
busy and productive January. It is hard to believe 
we wrap up the first semester this month! Mid-
Year Exams will take place on Wednesday, 1/17, 
Thursday, 1/18, Friday, 1/19, and Monday, 1/22. 
These are early dismissal days for our 
students, with dismissal at noon. More specific 
information will be forthcoming, so please stay 
tuned! 
 

The second quarter will end on Tuesday, 1/23. In 
partnership with Griswold PRIDE, GHS will 
welcome a presentation, “Chasing the Dragon,” 
for the entire student body on that Tuesday. The 
third quarter will begin on Wednesday, 1/24. 
 
We are thrilled to have Mr. Churchill back in 
action at GHS! The students are gearing up for 
auditions and rehearsals for this year’s spring 
musical, Little Shop of Horrors! 
 

More Important Dates to Note: 
Friday, 1/12: Dismissal at noon; PD for Staff 
Monday, 1/15: No school in observance of MLK 
Day 
 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns 
at 860-376-7640. Have a great month!!  
 

Sincerely, 
Erin Palonen 
 

 

 



 

Monthly COFFEE AND CHAT WITH THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

NOTE:  To cast a wide net on different stakeholders, we will be holding these sessions in the morning or in the evening.  All 

sessions will be held in the Superintendent’s Office, located in Griswold Middle School.  The evening meetings are 

scheduled on the same evening of the District Partnership Advisory Council which meets from 7pm – 8pm in the GMS media 

center.   

DATE TIME  

 
Thursday, January 18th, 2018 

 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 

 
Wednesday, February 21st, 2018 

 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 
Thursday, March 15th, 2018 

 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 

 
Wednesday, April 11th, 2018 

 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 
Thursday, May 17th, 2018 

 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

TEXT ALERTS FROM  

GRISWOLD PUBLIC SCHOOSL  

 

TO RECEIVE TEXT ALERTS FROM GRISWOLD PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS, YOU MUST OPT-IN. IF YOU DIDN'T OPT-IN YET, 

YOU CAN ALWAYS DO IT BY TEXTING Y OR YES TO 67587 

AT ANYTIME. 

 



 



 

 

GRISWOLD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

To strengthen our commitment to the Griswold community, we are launching our District 

Partnership Advisory Council this school year.  All interested parties are more than welcomed 

to attend.  This new forum offers all Griswold Community members opportunities to learn 

about our students, their achievements, and our collaborative work as a school district and 

community. 

This District Partnership Advisory Council will meet in the Griswold Middle School media 

center from 7pm – 8pm on the following dates: 

 

 Wednesday, February 21st 

 Wednesday, March 14th 

 Wednesday, April 11th 

 Wednesday, May 9th 

 Wednesday, May 30th (this meeting will start at 6 pm and end before 7pm) 

 

Please join us at any of our meetings, as we look forward to your contributions and partnership 

with Griswold Public Schools. 

 

 

 

Visit us at: griswoldpublicschools.org 

Griswold Public Schools 
211 Slater Avenue 

Griswold, CT 06351 
Tel: 860-376-7600    Fax: 860-376-7607 

  


