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Dear Griswold Public Schools:

As we approach a new direction in managing and preventing COVID-19 in the state of Connecticut on
February 28th, 2022, I thought it would be beneficial to provide this informative update.

To review, Governor Lamont announced on February 7th that he was lifting the mask mandate in public
schools at the end of February. With this announcement, Governor Lamont also announced that local
communities and school boards now could decide to mandate masks or to make themptional.  On February
16th, the Griswold Board of Education voted to make masks recommended and optional on February 28th,
2022.

The chart below captures the essential changes with notes and, in some cases, links. As has been the case all
along, my goal is to keep you all informed of the latest developments in a streamlined, user-friendly way.

TOPIC NOTES/LINKS

MASKS ARE NOT REQUIRED; THEY
ARE OPTIONAL

Given that the Department of Public Health has
developed guidelines in “[t]transitioning to a
model of routine respiratory disease prevention
and enhanced outbreak management and
control for COVID-19,” Griswold Public Schools
have now made face-masks optional.

Effective February 28th, 2022, face-masks are
recommended but optional at Griswold Public
Schools. Note the following:

● We will respect all decisions to wear or
not to wear a facemask.

● We will provide masks as requested.
● We will not monitor and enforce

mask-wearing with students whose
parents are requesting them to wear a
facemask.

https://www.griswold.k12.ct.us/uploaded/Central_Office_Docs/McKenna/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://www.griswold.k12.ct.us/uploaded/Central_Office_Docs/McKenna/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://www.griswold.k12.ct.us/uploaded/Central_Office_Docs/McKenna/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://www.griswold.k12.ct.us/uploaded/Central_Office_Docs/McKenna/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf


MASKS ON BUSES (revised) Effective February 25th, 2022, masks are
optional on buses, per the CDC.

Masks are required on buses until further
notice; this is a federal order. Please help us to
reinforce this mandate with our students and
families. STA is well-aware of this requirement.
It is important at the building levels, especially
during dismissal, to reinforce this federal
requirement.

It is expected that this ruling will be up for
review on March 18th, 2022; in short, this
requirement may or may not change. We will
keep you posted if there are any changes.

MONITOR SYMPTOMS, STAY HOME
WHEN SICK, & SEEK MEDICAL
ADVICE AS NEEDED

We encourage all individuals to stay home
when sick, regardless of the symptoms
experienced. This practical step can contribute
to keeping everyone safe in our school
community.

Certainly, if experiencing any of the following
typical COVID-19 symptoms (the list below
does not cover all symptoms), we strongly
encourage staying home, getting a test, and
consulting with a medical provider as soon as
possible:

● Fever (especially if there’s a temp of
100.4F and above)

● Chills
● Cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Fatigue
● Muscle and/or body aches
● Headache
● Loss of taste and/or smell
● Sore throat
● Nausea or vomiting
● Diarrhea

https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/masks/mask-travel-guidance.html


All students who are positive for COVID-19 are
requested to contact their school nurse to
report their absence.



ROUTINE DISEASE PREVENTION AND
MANAGEMENT:  NEW APPROACHES
TO ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE

As has been the guidance of DPH, we will
follow the following routine mitigation strategies
that focus on prevention and management:

● Recommending vaccination, for those
who are interested.

● Supporting mask choice for everybody.
● Following isolation guidelines--they are

still in effect.  Who needs to isolate?
○ Those who tested positive; or
○ Those who have symptoms and are

awaiting results.
○ Isolation happens according to this

timeline:
■ Day 0 (testing day or

symptom onset)
■ Day 1--isolation
■ Day 2--isolation
■ Day 3--isolation
■ Day 4--isolation
■ Day 5--isolation
■ Day 6--If symptom free, it is

highly recommended that
individuals wear a mask if
they return to work or school
on day 6 after having
COVID-19. Another option for
individuals who tested
positive for COVID-19  is that
they may remain home until
day 10 and return on day 11.
If symptoms persist, then
individuals should consult
with a medical advisor.

■ For students in isolation,
school work will be provided
so that students do not fall
behind.

● Quarantine:  Contact tracing now will be
followed in a general way, and close
contacts of a positive case in school will
not be required to quarantine unless
symptomatic. We will continue with

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-isolation.html


“contact noticing,” in the event that there
is a close contact situation that happens
in school.  In short, if someone comes to
school/work and is, in fact, positive, then
that would trigger a notification.

● Quarantine guidance will follow as usual
for students and staff who have been
notified of a certain higher-risk close
contact exposure--example:  Household
contact and/or crowded gatherings.

● Continuing to advise staff and parents to
report ALL CASES OF COVID-19 TO
THE SCHOOL.

● We will continue to update our district
COVID-19 spreadsheet.

SPORTS & ATHLETICS Effective February 28th, 2022, the CIAC
guidelines allows for all student athletes to
practice and compete without masks; this new
rule will allow for indoors and outdoors
practices and competitions. Student athletes
who wish to wear a mask when in indoor
spaces such as locker rooms may do so.

At the drafting of this letter, masks are required
on buses to and from athletic competitions.

Spectators may or may not wear a mask;
mask-wearing for spectators is an individual
choice.



MORE HOME TEST KITS TO BE
DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS AND
FAMILIES

The State of Connecticut will provide kits to our
district at the end of this week. This state
distribution plan is intended for each student to
receive two test kits, if the student and family
would like.

1. Kits will arrive at the end of this
week/early next week, and boxes will be
distributed next week.

2. While our goal is to stock our offices with
kits, so that they are available upon
request, we will identify a few other
opportunities for families to pick-up kits
from our district within the next week or
so.

3. By all means, if your family needs a
self-test kit, please contact our offices as
we are happy to make arrangements to
provide one for you.

COMMUNICATION, ADAPTABILITY, AND
FLEXIBILITY

While we are here to help, as best as we can,
we ask that you join us in being committed to
good communication while also simultaneously
exercising adaptability and flexibility. Below are
our points of contact; we are here to help.

Griswold Elementary School
Phone:  860-376-7610
Joe Bordeau, Principal:
jbordeau@griswoldpublicschools.org
Jackie Love, Assistant Principal:
jlove@griswoldpublicschools.org
Sarah McEwen, School Nurse
smcewen@griswoldpublicschools.org

Griswold Middle School
Phone:  860-376-7630
Louis Zubek, Principal:
lzubek@griswoldpublicschools.org
Jeffery Parkinson, Assistant Principal
jparkinson@griswoldpublicschools.org

mailto:jbordeau@griswoldpublicschools.org
mailto:jlove@griswoldpublicschools.org
mailto:smcewen@griswoldpublicschools.org
mailto:lzubek@griswoldpublicschools.org
mailto:jparkinson@griswoldpublicschools.org


Renee Normandie, School Nurse
rnormandie@griswoldpublicschools.org

Griswold High School
Phone 860-376-7640
Erin Palonen, Principal
epalonen@griswoldpublicschools.org
Marceline Dillon, Associate Principal
mdillon@griswoldpublicschools.org
Denise Tedeschi, School Nurse
dtedeschi@griswoldpublicschools.org

District & COVID-19 Reporting Liaison
Stephen Cravinho, Director of Athletics & Campus
Wide Activities
scravinho@griswoldpublicschools.org
860-376-7640

It is my hope that you find this information useful, as we prepare for another change in direction.  If you
have specific questions that were not covered in this communication, we encourage you to contact your
student’s school administration. I thank you all for your continued support.

Sincerely yours,

Sean P. McKenna,
Superintendent of Schools
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