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WHAT IS PRIDE? 

ǒA community coalition of key stakeholders 
who share a desire to create positive change 
in their community. 

WHAT DO WE DO?

ǒPrevent and reduce substance use in our community 

by working together, bringing knowledge, resources, 

and passion from all different community sectors



MISSION STATEMENT

VISION

To be a safe and healthy,                      

drug-free community 

To unite the citizens of Griswold in a 

partnership to create and foster a safe, 

drug-free environment for the entire 

community.



GOALS
1. Raise community awareness of alcohol, opioid, and 

other drug issues 

2. Increase community involvement in prevention 

activities.

3. Build capacity to maintain consistent, long term 

programs and initiatives

4. Prevent underage drinking and substance use among 

our youth



WHO IS INVOLVED?

12 community sectors:

Å Youth 
Å Parents 
Å Business Community 
Å Media 
Å Schools 
Å Youth-Serving 

Organizations 
Å Law Enforcement 

Agencies 

Å Religious or Fraternal Organizations
Å Civic and Volunteer Groups
Å Healthcare Professionals 
Å State, Local and/or Tribal 

Government Agencies within the field 
of substance use 

Å Other organizations involved in 
reducing substance abuse



PRIDE PARTNERS

American Ambulance

Community Health Resources

CT Dept. of Children and Families

CT State Police

Eastern Savings Bank

Families and Community First Griswold

Griswold Public Schools

Griswold Senior Center

Griswold Town Government

Griswold Youth & Family Services

Lisbon Lions Club

Jewett City Borough Officials

Jewett City Savings Bank

Mattôs Mission

Natchaug River Young Marines

Quinebaug River Church

SERAC

St. Maryôs Church

United Community and Family Services

Uncas Health District

United Services

Wolverine Radio
Parents, Residents, and Youth

PARTNERS















HEROIN USE IS PART OF A LARGER SUBSTANCE 

ABUSE PROBLEM

Nearly all 

people who 

use heroin 

also use at 

least 1 other 

drug.

Most use   

at least 3 
other drugs.

People who are addicted toé

Alcohol Marijuana Cocaine
Rx Opioid 

Painkillers

are are are are

2x 40x3x 15x

émore likely to be addicted to heroin



WHY SHOULD YOU CARE? 

Å Drug endangered children: dangerous home environments, 

attendance, loss of custody, neglect, abuse

Å Overworked healthcare system

Å Overpopulated prisons

Å Overworked social service systems

Å Workforce accidents and loss of productivity

Å Crime: burglary, larceny, domestic violence

Å Motor vehicle accidents

Å Increase in insurance premiums and taxes

Even if you donõt 

know someone 

who is abusing 

drugs directly, 

you are likely 

impacted in other 

ways, whether 

through taxation, 

paying higher 

insurance 

premiums, or in 

picking up hours 

at work. 

Drug addiction knows no boundaries.

Substance abuse affects ALL of society!



Prevention is Key: Letôs stop             

the problem BEFORE it starts!



DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES GRANTEE
ÅFederal Grant through ONDCP and SAMHSA

Å$125k/yr for 5 years

ÅYouth prevention, ages 12-17

Local data collected by a Community Needs 

Assessment determined our:

Target Substances:  Alcohol, Prescription drug 

misuse, and Marijuana

Risk Factors: social access and low perception 

of harm are the most changeable in our 

community



To Create Community Level Change 

in Youth Substance Use                                                             

by implementing evidenced based, 

environmental prevention strategies 

that reduce risk factors and increase 

protective factors.

WHAT DO WE WANT TO ACCOMPLISH?



HOW ARE WE ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM?

Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF)



UNDERAGE DRINKING: SOCIAL ACCESS: High 

school age youth drinking alcohol at house 

parties, supplied by other minors, obtained 

from parents (without permission).


