
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Griswold Public Schools 
Monthly Newsletter 

 
The community of the Griswold Public Schools educates for excellence by empowering students to become 

compassionate, confident, creative, and resourceful members of society. 

 

From the Office of the Superintendent… 

Dear Family & Friends, 

I hope that our November newsletter finds you all 

well.  The 2016-2017 school year is in full swing, 

and November is certainly one of our busiest 

months of the year.   

A quick reminder that on Tuesday, November 8th, 

there is no school for students as our educators 

have professional development.  On Friday, 

November 11th, there is no school to celebrate 

Veterans Day.  Please take a minute to thank a 

current member or retired member of our armed 

services for his/her dedication to our country.  

Without our veterans’ sacrifices, we could not be 

the country we are today.     

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 

and your family, a safe, happy Thanksgiving 

holiday.   

Sincerely, 

Sean P. McKenna 
Superintendent 
 

 

       

                                              

 

         

November 2016 

 

Griswold Public Schools would not be 

successful without the continued support of 

all parents and community members.   

We are appreciative of you and invite your 
continued participation with all we do.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel 

free to communicate with your child’s school 
or with the Superintendent’s office directly.  

The Superintendent can be reached by 
calling 860-376-7600 or email: 

smckenna@griswoldpublicschools.org 

 

 

DISTRICT MISSION 

The community of Griswold Public Schools 

educates for excellence by empowering 

students to become compassionate, 

confident, creative, and resourceful 

members of society 

DISTRICT VISION 

The community of Griswold Public Schools 

excels at education for excellence for all 

students to be college and/or career 

ready.                                              

 

 

 

Research has 

shown that 

parental 

involvement 

is the most 
important 

factor in a 

student's 

success in 

school. 

Important District Dates to Know…. 

November 6th—Daylight Savings Time ends 
 
November 8th—ELECTION DAY/PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAY—no school  
 
November 11th —VETERANS DAY—No School 
 
November 14th—BOE MEETING, 6pm, GMS library 
 
November 14th—AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 
 
November 17th—COFFEE & CHAT with the Superintendent,  
10:00 am, Superintendent’s Office 
 
November 17th—GRISWOLD READS, 5:30pm, Slater Library 
 
November 20th—National Family Week 
 
November 23rd—Early Dismissal, Thanksgiving break begins 
 
November 24th & 25th—Thanksgiving Break, no school 
 
November 28th---BOE MEETING, 6pm, GMS library 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GES NOVEMBER NEWS 

Dear Families, 
   Thank you very much for your 
participation in Parent/Teacher 
Conferences.  If you did not get the 
opportunity to see your child’s teacher 
during parent/teacher conferences, 
please contact the school office. 
   “Attendance Stars” are now 
showcased in our hallways. These stars 
include the names of all of our students 
who had perfect attendance for 
September. Please make every effort 
for your child to be in school, if he or she 
is not ill. Attendance is so important, not 
only for your child, but for the entire 
class! 
  Please tune into Wolverine Radio, 
1690 AM, at 8:00 am to hear your child’s 
class recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  They will be played Monday 
thru Friday for the rest of the school 
year.  A special thank you to Mr. Alan 
Geer!  
 

 
 
 
 

Wolverine Pride, “At Griswold Elementary 
School we believe that all children will be 
thoughtful members of the school 
community.” 
 
 

GMS November News 
 

Students and faculty observed Red Ribbon 
Week during the final days of a very busy 
October.  Grades 5 - 8 pledged to Be Drug 
Free by celebrating Spirit Week and 
enjoying the 19th Annual Red Ribbon Rally 
on October 28th. Special thanks to our 
families for your support during this 
important week! 
 

November is filled with activity prior to our 
Thanksgiving Break (11/23 early dismissal, 
no school 11/24 & 11/25).  
 
Here are a few highlights: 
Nov. 2- Picture Retakes 

Nov. 4- Grades 7 & 8 Dance, 6-8 pm 

Nov. 8- PD Day, No Students. Election Day 

Nov. 10- Veteran’s Day Ceremony & PTO 
Meeting. 
Nov. 15- 18- Book Fair with evening hours 
on Nov. 17 during Parent/Teacher 
conferences 

Nov. 16 & 17- Early Dismissal. Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences.  
Nov. 18- “Walk Your Can A Mile”-A food 
drive to benefit the Jewett City Food Pantry 
 

 
 
GMS wishes our families a 
beautiful Thanksgiving and a 
relaxing break.   

 

 
 
 

Informational Notes  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pd14BhYInEAe.g2nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIzOHBnZXRwBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANlNTM4NTQ1NmE5YjgwZjZmYmZjYTE1MmYyYzQyNzNkYQRncG9zAzE4BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3Dthanksgiving%2Bharvest%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26type%3Dhdr_s_16_41_wncy_secureddownload_16_30%26fr%3Dsfp%26fr2%3Dsb-top-images.search.yahoo.com%26hsimp%3Dyhs-001%26hspart%3Delm%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D18&w=640&h=480&imgurl=puzzles-gallery.com/data/media/20/Thanksgiving-Harvest-ecard.jpg&rurl=http://puzzles-gallery.com/img-thanksgiving-harvest-ecard-720.html&size=33.2KB&name=<b>Thanksgiving+Harvest</b>+ecard+-+<b>Thanksgiving+Harvest</b>+ecard+for+you+...&p=thanksgiving+harvest&oid=e5385456a9b80f6fbfca152f2c4273da&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=sfp&tt=<b>Thanksgiving+Harvest</b>+ecard+-+<b>Thanksgiving+Harvest</b>+ecard+for+you+...&b=0&ni=56&no=18&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=122tpven5&sigb=16getfp7i&sigi=120sgk4ke&sigt=12hk3f8lp&sign=12hk3f8lp&.crumb=6WhOimi0uIF&fr=sfp&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com&hsimp=yhs-001&hspart=elm&type=hdr_s_16_41_wncy_secureddownload_16_30


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Education Notes…. 
 
Student Services 

Are you informed about transition?  A student with 
an individualized education program (IEP) has 
certain rights under both federal and state laws. This 
Transition Bill of Rights for parents of students 
receiving special education will help parents and 
students understand a student’s rights related to 
getting an education and other important issues 
regarding the transition to life after high school.  The 
state department of education has developed the 
“Transition Bill of Rights” which can be found at the 
following link:   
  
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/deps/special/tra
ns_bill_of_rights_for_parents_of_students_receiving
_sped_services.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GHS heads into November with excitement and 
enthusiasm. Our Spirit Week and Homecoming 
were a success; it was wonderful to see so much 
school spirit from both staff and students. Our 
Seniors displayed the most school spirit throughout 
the week, and had the best “wall” with their 
Halloween/Thanksgiving theme. Our Pep Rally was 
electric, and students were shocked when staff 
members performed “Thriller.” The Homecoming 
Dance held here at GHS was attended by many of 
our students, and was a great time had by all. 
 
We just completed our GHS Mock Election and are 
eagerly awaiting the results! I have heard the 
results are so close there needed to be a recount.  
 
We have a busy month ahead. On Friday, 
November 4th, our first quarter ends. Please be 
sure to review your child’s report card. Feel free to 
contact us here at school with any questions you 
might have in regards to your child’s progress for 
the first quarter. Parent Teacher Conferences are 
to be held on November 16th from 5-8, as well.  
 
Mrs. Kowal, Mr. Craig and Mrs. Maynard are 

looking forward to traveling with our students to 

Washington D.C. from 11/3--11/6. 

The faculty is gearing up for a day of professional 
development on Tuesday, November 8th (a friendly 
reminder there are no students here on the 8th). In 
preparation for Veteran’s Day, Mrs. Maynard and 
her bakeshop students will be baking pies for our 
local veterans!  
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, we will gear up with 

a RISE Pep Rally for students at GHS. Wishing you 

all a wonderful month and Happy Thanksgiving! 
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GRISWOLD READS 

A book discussion series sponsored by 

Griswold Public Schools & The Slater Library  

 

            
UPDATES FROM OUR 

TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR 

 
 

 
November Updates 

 
I would like to share one of my favorite sites 
called edutopia.https://www.edutopia.org/.  
Edutopia is a website published by the 
George Lucas Educational 
Foundation Edutopia focuses on six core 
learning strategies. These are described as 
"Comprehensive Assessment, Integrated 
Studies, Project-Based Learning, Social & 
Emotional Learning, Teacher Development 
and Technology Integration.” Please take a 
moment to check it out and follow the site, it 
has valuable resources for teachers and 
parents and fun ideas for kid: 
 
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/48-summer-
websites-kids-teachers-keith-ferrell 
 

There is also a great article about young kids 
and technology in the home: 
 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/kids-
technology-home-young-children-douglas-
rushkoff 
 

Jill Curioso 
Technology Director 
 

 
 

 

 

THE SLATER LIBRARY IN  

JEWETT CITY 

Library hours: 

Monday - Thursday  

12-7:00 

Friday Noon-5:00 

Saturday: 10:00-2:00 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 

To learn more about the Slater 

Library, please visit their website 

at: https://sites.google.com/site/slaterlibrary/ 
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“Griswold Reads” is a newly established book discussion partnership between the Griswold Public Schools 

and The Slater Library.  During the school year, we will host a book discussion series on select, mass-

market titles that explore relevant topics pertaining to public education while casting a wide net on reader 

interest.  The book discussions will be held at the Slater Library, and the library will have a few copies of 

each title for circulation.  Griswold Public Schools educators will partake and lead the discussions, which 

will be an hour long and are open to the public.  The book discussions begin promptly at 5:30pm.  We hope 

you can join us! 

BOOK DISCUSSION DATE BOOK TITLE 

Thursday, November  17th Raising Cain:  Protecting the Emotional Life of 

Boys 

By Dan Kindlon & Michael Thompson 

GPS Facilitators:  Sean McKenna & Christopher 

Champlin 

 

 

Thursday, February 23rd 

 

 

 

 

Mindset:  The New Psychology of Success 

By Carol Dweck 

GPS Facilitator:  Michele Raynor & Michele 

Demicco 

Thursday, March 30th  The Power of Habit:  Why We Do What We Do in 



Life and Business 

By Charles Duhigg 

GPS Facilitator:  Joseph Bordeau & Rita Quiles-

Glover 

Thursday, April 27th  The Collapse of Parenting:  How We Hurt Our 

Kids When We Treat Them Like Grown-Ups 

By  Leonard Sax 

GPS Facilitator:  Erin Palonen & Michele 

Demicco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at: griswoldpublicschools.org 

Griswold Public Schools 
211 Slater Avenue 

Griswold, CT 06351 
Tel: 860-376-7600    Fax: 860-376-7607 

  


